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Introduction 



A compilation of peer-reviewed instructional resources is not a new concept for 
Pennsylvania’s adult educators. With the support of Adult Education Act Section 353 
funds, Sherry Royce directs FOCUS, producing newsletters that describe peer-reviewed 
Section 353 products from Pennsylvania as well as from other states. Over the years, she 
also has produced a series of annotated bibliographies of Adult Basic and Literacy 
Education (ABLE) learner resources, the most recent being The 1994 ABLE Curriculum 
Guide forESL Practitioners and the 1994 ABLE Curriculum Guide: A Resource Listing 
for ABLE Practitioners. This resource guide follows a similar structure by having adult 
educators review commercially available materials and Section 353 products; however, 
we have included a broader array of Internet sites, computer software, videotapes, and 
audiotapes than have previous guides. Research suggests that multimedia instructional 
materials are not only effective in engaging adult learners but also support learners who 
learn more effectively when multiple senses are tapped. 

How Were Materials Selected? 

Materials reviewed for this guide were obtained from 1) adult educators who responded 
to a survey and listserv inquiries, 2) a review of commercially available materials and 
Section 353 products developed since the completion of Dr. Royce’s 1994 guides, and 3) 
a scan of Internet instructional resources. Our goal was to include materials not 
previously reviewed and those that appeared to have merit but were not widely used in 
Pennsylvania. We also wanted adult educators to look at instructional materials in terms 
of their potential use in a contextualized learning environment and linked competencies 
identified in the 1997 Adult Learner Competencies project. In other words, we asked, 
“How could I use the materials as part of a family literacy or a workplace literacy 
curriculum?” and “Which adult learner competencies are covered in these materials?” 

How Are Materials Arranged? 

The 1998 Competencies Resource Guide is arranged by adult context and by learner skill 
levels described in the 1997 Adult Learner Competencies product. As a result, the guide 
is composed of four main sections, covering materials focusing on family literacy, 
workplace literacy, community/citizenship, and personal growth. These sections mirror 
the National Institute for Literacy’s Equipped for the Future adult roles, although 
personal growth in incorporated with the family role in their model. A final review 
section includes resources more appropriate for instructors but incorporating materials for 
learners. Within sections, materials are arranged in order from the basic to advanced skill 
level with materials that can be used at all levels at the back of each section. 

Each review provides information useful in selecting and obtaining the materials. The 
right-hand side of each page contains a bar with icons for easy reference' . These icons 
provide information on the level of the material, availability of a teacher’s guide, and 



' A list of the icons and their meanings can be found on the next page. 
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type(s) of material. The icons also indicate if the material received an 80% or higher 
reviewer rating or whether the material is available through the State Literacy Resource 
Centers. Each page also includes three text boxes. The text box at the upper left-hand 
side provides the title, author, a brief description, and copyright date. The information in 
the lower left-hand box gives the user information pertaining to the publisher or 
developer and on the adult learner skill competencies covered in the materials. 

Depending on the publishers’ policies, the lower right-hand box will contain a scan of a 
single page from the material. This sample page offers instructors a glimpse of the text’s 
appearance and content. Internet sites follow a slightly different format, as they do not 
include publisher information or a scanned page; however, these pages do include icons 
for reference, location of the site, and a review of the content. Information on publishers 
is located at the end of the guide. We have not included costs or hardware requirements 
for software, since today’s publishers often package materials to meet the varying needs 
of programs and instructors. Contact the publishers for specific requirements. 

How Can Practitioners Use the Guide and Reviewed Resources? 

Depending on commercially available — and rather generic — materials as the focus for 
learners’ instructional plans most often does a disservice to adult learners. Research 
suggests that individuals learn best when concepts are connected and logically organized. 
This approach assists learners in linking prior knowledge to new concepts, thereby 
reinforcing the concepts and building knowledge. Based on this research as on effective 
practice, programs have begun to explore contextualized instruction, such as workplace 
literacy, to address learners’ need for instruction based on their roles as adults. In 
contextualized instruction, knowledge and basic skill building are integrated, so learners 
build knowledge as they practice targeted skills. Practitioners, therefore, might use this 
guide to identify resources that can be used effectively in a program using — or 
considering — contextualized learning. 

Will This Guide Be Updated? 

A shortcoming of printed guides such as this is that new resources, particularly Internet 
and computer software, change rapidly, making print guides — like computer hardware 
— obsolete almost immediately. Although this project ended in June 1998, a resource 
guide is, in fact, a work in progress. To be the most useful, reviews of this type should be 
completed on a regular basis. For example, the guide could become an Internet site in 
which practitioners post reviews of new materials as they and their students use them. In 
this way, the guide would remain current and would reflect both practitioners’ and 
learners’ reactions to the materials. With that said, it is hoped that this particular guide 
will be useful in planning basic skills instruction in family, work, and community 
contexts. 
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Icons for the 353 Resource Guide 



Levels 

A All levels 

1 Basic 

2 Intermediate 

3 Advanced 

ESL English as a second language 

Rating of 80% or more 




Teacher’s guide 
available 




Available throu^ 
SLRC* 



Type of Matrials: 




Workbook 




Cassette 




CAI 




Video 




Internet site 



SLRC; AdvancE State Literacy Resource Center and Western Pennsylvania Adult Literacy Resource Center 
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Explanation of Ratings 



Two rating forms were used in evaluating resources: Materials Evaluation and Internet 
Evaluation. The resources selected were rated on the following criteria. 

Goals and Objectives - 15 points HPS (highest possible score) Materials; 10 points 

HPS Internet 

A good book has a purpose. It knows where it’s going and how to get there 

through a well-planned scope, sequence, and content. Its goals 

and objectives are clearly stated and defmed so that the instructor and, 

in the best of boo’KS, the student are aware of both learning target and anticipated 

outcome. Suggestions for pre-assessment and post-assessment are included so 

that placement is accurate and progress can be measured. 



Validity of Construction - 9 points HPS Materials; 6 points HPS Internet 

Are the authors of the books qualified both in terms of experience working with 
their subject matter and with adults? The best material has been field tested in the 
target setting and refined to fit the audience. 



Content of Materials - 24 points HPS Materials; 12 points HPS Internet 

Is the content sequential in difficulty? Is there consistency in format and approach 
throughout the units? Skills should be introduced, developed fully in explanation, 
and practiced enough for the student to learn. Content should be taught in depth 
to ensure initial mastety of the material. In the best texts, content is recycled and 
re-taught throughout the text because students learn best through multiple 
treatments. 

An additional component of a quality resource is respect and empowerment. Not 
only should topics be interesting and the work challenging, but the best books 
respect the learners' ability and encourage their independence. Tasks and 
exercises will be explained fully so that learners could do these at home with little 
or no teacher guidance. There should be an answer key included in the text to 
encourage students to move ahead at their own pace and to encourage learning 
independence. When students and instructors pick up the material, is it attractive 
and approachable? Adult learners need to like the materials. 
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Objectivity - 9 points HPS ( Not included as part of the Internet review ) 

Respect and empowerment for the adult learner go hand-in-hand with recognition 
of the present role and the past, often overlooked, importance of women and 
minorities in American society and history. Respect for the adult learner is 
evident through the presentation of language, pictures, characters, and underlying 
philosophy. Empowerment can be seen in the author's presentation of characters 
that model the adult learners' resources of self and community. 



Components and Organization - 12 points HPS 
Graphics/Interactivity - 10 points HPS 



Many adult educators work part time and find themselves limited in the time they 
can spend on preparation for class. Materials which are well-organized are likely 
to be used effectively. Therefore, the best materials are clear in their presentation 
and have each unit organized in a predictable matmer. 

The advent of well-designed CAI (computer assisted instruction) programs and 
Internet access call into question how much money should be spent on such 
materials and access. Recognizing that not every ABLE program has computer 
capability or the ftmding needed for software or Internet access, we still reviewed 
and recommend software and websites for programs using or considering the 
addition of computer supported instruction. 



Teacher Materials - 15 points HPS materials; 8 points HPS Internet 

The scope and quality of teacher support materials, such as manuals and answer 
keys, varies widely. In some cases, such as enrichment readers, no support 
materials are available. Reviewers considered the value of such support when 
examining the selected materials. 



The rating system was adapted from Sherry Royce’s ABLE 94 Curriculum Guide, project 
#99-4016, available from Pennsylvania’s State Literacy Resource Centers. 
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MATERIALS EVALUATION FOR CURRICULUM 

GUIDE 



I. GENERAL INFORMATION 



TITLE: 




PUBLISHER 




AUTHOR(S): 






IEMIm. 






DM 


Basic 




Family 




Individual 




Text 




Workbook 




Intermediate 




Workplace 






Classroom 






Cassette 










Advanced 




^•^HIZCD/ 

Community 


Self- 




Video 




other 








Directed 


CAI 








Reference 




ESL 




Personal 



V. COMMENTS: 



DATE RECEIVED: 




DATE RETURNED: 




RECOMMENDED 


YES 


NO 
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CHECKLIST FOR EVALUATING INSTRUCTIONAL 

MATERIALS 

( Strong = S; Adequate = A; Weak = W; Non-applicable = N/A ) 













1. Purpose and rationale fully explained 










2. Goals and objectives clearly identified 










3. Content directed to stated goals and objectives 










4. Procedures include ways to determine learner’s readiness 










5. Assessment of student achievement included 










6. Authors appear to be qualified 






m 






7. Materials have been field-tested 










8. Evaluation of materials used 




















9. Concepts well developed and sequentially developed 










10. No confusing and/or conflicting concepts 










1 1 . Skills sequenced, introduced, and reviewed ' 










12. Major points clearly identified 










13. Audio-visual elements integrated 










14. Reading level is appropriate for learner in this program 










15. Materials can be worked with independently or with minimum help 










16. Content will stimulate and challenge learners 




















1 7. Information is factual 


i 








18. No racial, sexual or religious bias 










19. Portrayal of racial, religious, and ethnic groups builds understanding. 












20. Materials are not too large, bulky, or complex 










21 . Materials are relatively easy to use 










22. Materials are well designed and packaged 




















24.Adequate teacher guides or manuals provided 










25. Special in-service training is not required 










26. Provisions for teacher-learner interaction 










27. Suggestions for related learning activities are included 
















mmBmi 




29. Materials would make a meaningful addition to the classroom 










30. Materials do what they are intended to do 










31.1 reconunend the purchase of these materials 











EVALUATOR ^DATE 

^Reasonably priced for the type of material being considered. 

This form was adapted from die ABLE 94 Curriculum Guide, editor Sherry Royce. 
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EVALUATION OF WEBSITES 
FOR CURRICULUM GUIDE 



I. GENERAL INFORMATION 



URL: 


HOST: 


TITLE: 




Igiiift^p; 


III-"' SETTING:;:.: 




Basic 




Family 




Individual - 
Independent Use 




Intermediate 




Workplace 




Classroom 




Citizen/ 

Community 




Student with Tutor 




Advanced 




other 








Cooperative or project 
based learning 




ESL 




Personal 


Professional 

Development 





V. COMMENTS: 



DATE RECEIVED: 




DATE RETURNED: 




RECOMMENDED 


YES 


NO 



ERIC 
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CHECKLIST FOR EVALUATING WEBSITES 

URL: 













1 . Are purposes, goals and objectives clearly stated? 










2. Are directions available on-line? 










3. Can instructions be reviewed at any time? 










4. Is there only one type of activity available on the site? 










5. Is assessment of student achievement included? 




















6. Is content based on sound adult education principles? 










7. Is content accurate, free frxjm errors, up-to-date? 










8. Is content fr^ of racial/gender/age/ethnic or other stereotypes? 










9. Are there levels of use or difficulty? 










10. Are lesson content and directions appropriate to intended reading 
level? 










II. Are the umber of questions appropriate? 










12. Is correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation used? 










13. Can the student(s) control presentation rate/sequence? 










14. Is printed information available to compliment the site? 










15. Is the use of graphics and sound appropriate for adult learners? 










16. Do sound and graphics enhance the experience? 










17. Are displays easy to read? 










18. Is this website highly interactive? 










19. Does it use this medium well? 


















20. Teacher materials and instruction is available? 










21. If so, are they useful and easy to read? 










22. Are there provisions for teacher-learner interaction? 










23. Suggestions for related learning activities are included 










24. Overall, is this website and its content suitable and useful for adult 
learners? 










25. Does this website do something more or better than what is already 
available? 










26. Does the website achieve its defined purpose? 










27. 1 recommend the use of this website? 











EVALUATOR 



DATE 



This form was created by Sherry Royce. 



Title: 



ERIC 



Author: James H. Kennedy 

>escription: 

This workbook is designed for use with ESL students and would be a good 
supplement to a standard ESL text. The materials might also be usefiil for 
instruction with adults at the basic level. Although reviewers thought the book 
could use additional holidays, they felt the text was well laid out and included 
usefiil information on common traditions and holidays celebrated in the United 
States. 

The workbook includes activities covering vocabulary, comprehension, 
writing, critical thinking, and discussion. The activities are varied to make the 
lessons interesting. Although the workbook does not have a separate teacher’s 
guide, it does include notes about the exercises and an answer key. 



Copyright: 1995 



Celebrate With Us 



Publisher: Contemporary 

Address: Two Prudential Plaza 

Suite 1200 

180 North Stetson Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-6790 

Telephone: 800-621-1918 

Fax: 800-998-3103 

Website/email: 

http:/ 

www.jamestownpublishers.com 

ntcpub@tribime.com 



Applicable Competencies: 
Basic: Reading 1, 4,7,8 

Speaking 1,3,4 



basic 



ESL 




workbook 




Look at the month of May on a calendar. When is 
Mother's Day? 

What do you see in the pictures? 

Are these people happy or sad? 



Learn these words wHh your teacher. 

brunch florist tray 

business parent express 

corsatce relaxation 



Used wHh permission 
CoDtemporary/Jamestown 
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Title: Critical Reading Skills 

Author: Henry Billings; Melissa Billings 

)escription: 

This set of eight high interest reading books includes Disasters!, Phenomena, 
Monsters, Heroes, Eccentrics, Apparitions, Aliens & UFOs, and Calamities. 
Written for the intermediate to advanced learner, they make great 
supplemental reading materials. The topics chosen would be especially 
interesting to young adults. 

The stories in each book increase in difficulty from the intermediate level to 
more advanced as students’ skills increase. Each story has a quiz at the end 
for practice in Ending main ideas, analyzing the text, and using words 
precisely. Each book includes introductory information for teachers on 
using the imits effectively as well as an answer key, progress graphs, and 
charts for recording reading speed. 

Copyright: 1987 



intermediate 




workbook 



Publisher: Contemporary/ 

Jamestown 
Address: Two Prudential Plaza 

Suite 1200 

1 80 North Stetson Ave 
Chicago, IL 60601-6790 

Telephone: 800-621-1918 

Fax: 800-998-3103 

Website/email: 

www.jamestownpublishers.com 
ntcpub@tribune.com 

Applicable Competencies: 
Intermediate: 

Reading 1-8 



UNITS 



Mahatma Gandhi: The Peaceful Way 



lo ooci praple. alt N pm nnrthiaK to 
jphiik- on pnprnra. Bui to ilr prapir <A 
l«K]. ult u (omnhifix qmiL li i> a 
nafad d thru taflfsh bi ukpmkur 
IMB ftiottt. b H a 9^4 d tfar Sak 
d B5Q. whtdi iuniia( point 
in ikai siufltlr. And a B a nnikd d 
ifafaatm Codbi. the n«i who M ibr 
Sdi Uarrii. 

Candh fariinrd that kata ibftiU hr 
a (nr rauBtiy. Ur did aoi like bn 
pBupk niird bjr lattifnm. IV Sdi Manh 
hn ftlt d pnantioK at|<i t d 
Btitiib tub. rhr Brimh had pmed a bv 
adanf it iOeipl (or dr («plr d India to 
folkti dtrii o»a <ah. Cttponr ko 
irquind b buj ak boa rtr Biitbh. to 
orh N90 l Caodhi brhntd it »at linr to 
famk that bv. Hrttoidrd n talk to dr 
n V pilvT ha own tall *1am the omn 
iitatid b) CoL" 

b nut ihr hni dtat (hat Catilhi 
Isd dniM ID tordt thr bK. Ilr had bRB 
IndtOK pnxrrn^iiini Iriiith ndr (rv 
Iran. Uanr d itr tiotvi lad bin 
ilkjpL aiii CafidN bd dmi brrn jaikd 
But hr (1010*1 aind. Ilr brhnttl But if a 
bn M mmlK nieni: h lUt hb don lo 
lirA N. Thai WA pond hb phibnopht. 
«h(ih hr ratkd Sunaxtaha (tulH>.ui> 
jpuh-bufai Ilr pfailnopb lalhd loi (hr 
ur d nanl biT m rhaitp’ dr mqp d 
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larrifd a dud bunfaon t&O to Inm on 
tofarwalLd Oatafirrdjy.itrhoiaio 
bn dOftH (to him ad hb loIkiKm. jidll 
ihet kqu iralUng. aiCRKtiiK (ni nitr% 
a dat. At thn aUhtd. rhrr am joined 
bi' httodmhol otbtT lodbrn. l\m aqi 
of dr nr .peopA* pman) uut ol rtrir 
huh to iptxt C^i and join m thi 
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bennr hr dMqghi dr nanii aroold 
am pl y perr (nt and dir. Ik wnn|. 

JheSab ItobnoQbeaBMrarid 
orvi. hupk (ran mant diflt i m 
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They oonckd ai ihediin old nun «ho 
GipntfinR dr bn lad adnintion of 
dr io^ p'oide. Cmy^y. Cadhi «ai 
ofised a tide in a cut. Bui hr ahriyi 
Mfotod. IkicsMrdrmraftioxalldr 
ray. Hr kaev (he world wm rarbing 
and vailing. 

ffloU). 00 April k,CBdhiiacb(d dr 
COM. By that tinr akmt n dtowand 
propk wnr maching with him. Gandhi 
«as IreltaR wenk. Hr bal a^kid 24) 
m'lK The ftp had died him. But hrwxt 
alto rtrj hap^. and w-hm a ftpoter 
tolrd hnn vfait he warned fiom dr 
tovrh. he aid. *1 «w tnrU lytr^ky 
in ihb book of Righi apint Higk' 

All dal pjpbt Ctoxfiii told hit lolbwm 
pnmlby thMtairr'kcdBr. EaHyihrarti 
ntniag. CnAi held a lehgjoui 
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Title: 



Author: 



Description: 



PostCards 



Curriculum Associates 



This program won the 1 997 Media Methods Portfolio award and the 
approval of our reviewers. This computer program provides the excitement 
of a world tour and the experience of “surfing the Net” in the classroom. 



The exercises prepare students to write in a systematic way and help new 
writers to write from different points of view. The Internet site gives 
students additional information and the opportunity to explore the coimtries 
in depth. Internet access, however, is an optional feature and is not required 
when using the program. Teacher materials are also included with the 
program. 



Copyright: 1997 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



Curriculum Associates 
P.O. Box 2001 

North Billerica, MA 01862-0901 

800-225-0248 

800-366-1158 



Website/email: 

http://www.curriculumassociates.com 
cainfo@curriculumassociates.com 

Applicable Competencies: 

Intermediate: 

Reading 1,2,4,5,6,8 
Writing 1, 2,3,4 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 
Extended Literacy 1 ,3 
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C1997, Curriculum Associates, Inc. 
Reprinted/ Adapted by permission 
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Title: 


B.J. Pinchbeck ’s Homework Helper 


2 


Host: 


Bruce and B.J. Pinchbeck 






intermediate 


URL: 


http://www.tristate.pgh.net/~pinchl 3/ 


3 






advanced 


Other Content Areas: 


ESL 




Workplace, Personal 


Settings: 


Independent; Classroom; Student w/ tutor; Cooperative learning; 
Professional development 


ra 








Description: 


Internet site 



This site’s main value is as a home page, classifying and linking 440 valuable and 
professional Websites in the areas of news and current events, math, science, 
social studies, English, history, music and art, computers and the Internet, and 
foreign languages. It also includes a reference section and “playtime” for 
children and adults (a plus for family literacy programs). This site, developed by 
a father and son team from Pennsylvania, has won 102 Web awards. 

The links vary in degree of reading difficulty and allow learners to control the 
information flow. Some knowledge of using the Internet is essential for 
individual use, but this would be an excellent tool for cooperative learning, 
student with teacher/tutor, or classroom presentation. 




guide 
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Title: On Your Own: Writing Process 

Author: Beverly Chin 

Description: 

This workbook is meant to be used with the accompanying video. The text is 
clearly written and organized, and the lessons are well developed and 
researched. The cover and paper are heavy and unattractive, but the 
materials seem very useful for writing instruction. 

Lessons follow the steps for process writing and include prewriting, revising 
for organization and style, and editing and sharing. The text provides ideas 
on how to get started and why to write. The exercises give students ample 
practice with the concepts taught in each lesson. Teacher materials are 
available for this series; they were not reviewed for this guide. 



Copyright: 1990 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



Cambridge 
4350 Equity Drive 
PO Box 2649 
Columbus, OH 43216 

800-238-5833 

614-771-7361 



Website/email: 

http://www.globefearon.com 
info@globefearon.com 

Applicable Competencies: 

Advanced: Reading 1, 2,4,5 

Writing 1,2,3 
Extended Literacy 1,3,4 



advanced 




workbook 



video 




SLRC 



Scan 

Not 

Available 
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Title: 



CNN Newsroom World View 



3 



Host: 



Turner Learning 



advanced 



URL: 



http://leaming.tumer.com/newsroom/index.html 




Internet site 



Other Content Areas: 




Family, Workplace, Personal 



Settings: 



Independent; Classroom; Cooperative learning 



guide 



Description: 



This website is recommended for use with adult learners with some 
reservations. While it is an excellent resource for current news and has the 
advantage of tying in with CNN programming, it does have some problem 
areas. In some instances, the professional graphics were distracting and made 
the content extremely hard to read. The quality of the information available 
through the links also is imeven. This site can be used by learners individually, 
but its best use might be as a classroom presentation. This would allow the 
instmctor to preview and select a topic, using it as a critical thinking discussion 
or as part of a cooperative or project-based learning activity. 





Title: 



Author: 



Description: 



Themes In Reading 
Marilyn Cunningham (Ed.) 



These books are interesting and attractive, featuring short stories from a 
multicultural group of celebrity writers. The books are arranged in themes; 
and at the end of each story, there is a short bio on the author. The 
arrangement of the text encourages students to look beyond basic 
comprehension and critical reading toward appreciating the value of books. 
The text provides an opportunity to reflect on how a poem or story affects 
emotions, as well as what one can learn about friends, relatives, and the 
world. Reviewers felt these books, although appealing to young adults, have 
something to say to everyone. 



Copyright: 1997 



Publisher: Contemporary/Jamestown 

Address: Two Prudential Plaza 

Suite 1200 

180 North Stetson Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60601- 

6790 

Telephone: 800-621-1918 

Fax: 800-998-3103 

Website/email: 

http://www.jainestownpubHshers.com 
ntcpub@tribune.com 

Applicable Competencies: 

Advanced: 

Reading 1, 2,4,5 ,7 
Listening 1,2 
Writing 1,2 
Speaking 1 ,2 
Higher Order Skills 1 



advanced 




text 




guide 




Rcapondiiig to the Essay 



▼ Think Back 

Why doea Bill Coshy havo a panicutarty <Rfneun time 
finding Ms ^ses mb time? 

Why doM Coshy blame hia children lor hidirig the 
glasses? Why does he btame his tMfe? 

How wouM you descrttM Bill Coshy? Whet details give 
you dues ebout hb personality? 

▼ Mscum 

Cosby states, *l'm just Kke arv typical nuclear physicist. 
My office may look messy, but I know where every atom 
b.* Do you mink he knmvs Mwre everything b. or b he 
just aaylng that to hide hb disorganization? Explain. 

Lbe most people, you probably misptaoe somethir« 
once in a whMe. ¥mat do you think about as you search 
for the mbsirig ot^? What usually happens? 



nai tfea Manor How does Cosby describe his search 
fia hb glasses? Reread the essay. Write several 
paragraphs identtfyirtg the humorous parts. 

•a naiay Now It's your turn. Write a short essay 
describtrrg an ordinary event. Think about how 0itl 
Cosby added humor— he used exaggeration, outlendbh 
comparbons. and sby situafdons. Try to do the same 
things In your essay. 



Used with permission 
Contemporary/Jamestown 
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Title: 



Host: 



URL: 



Interactive Learning Resources 



CNN San Francisco 



http://www.otan.dni.us 



Other Content Areas: 



Settings: 



Family, Workplace, Personal 

Independent, Classroom, Student w/ tutor. Cooperative learning 



Description: 



This site is apparently maintained by the California Distance Learning Project and 
OTAN. This is a truly interactive learning resource with a variety of subjects 
available. The site also provides soimd for the viewer with a Real Audio 
connection. The audio is helpful although the sentences are read too quickly. This 
ability makes it usable as a group tool for lower level adult readers. There is also 
the advantage of having full text, edited (simplified) text, and outline features. The 
outline feature, however, seemed confusing and choppy. 

Students receive immediate feedback and have the ability to redo exercises, which 
should prove helpful. The range of activities is excellent, but if the questions are 
the same in every issue, it could get boring. A teacher’s page with a brief 
explanation of the site activities and links to other web resources is included. 
Overall, the site is highly recommended for adult learners and adult educators alike. 



all 





Internet site 




guide 
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Ablest Plus 



Title: 

Author: 



1 



Sherry Royce, Christopher Miller, Patricia Brennecke 



Description: 



ESL 



This resource is based on competencies identified as part of the Adult 
Performance Levels work of the late 1970s. It contains five easy-to-read 
books and an extensive teacher’s guide with over 100 reproducible 
exercise sheets. 

The books cover information on health, jobs, government, money, and the 
community. They combine real-life photos with text for the new reader. 
The guide contains strategies to help teachers prepare students for the 
materials, to teach both ESL and basic level learners, and to assess 
learner’s understanding of the content. 





SLRC 



Copyright: 1989 



Publisher: 


Globe/Fearon 


' 


Address: 


4350 Equity Drive 
PO Box 2649 

Columbus, OH 43216-2649 




Telephone: 


800-848-9500 




Fax: 


614-771-7361 


Scan 


Website/email: 




http ://www.globefearon.com 
info@globefearon.com 


Not 




Available 


Applicable Competencies: 




Basic: 


Reading 1,4,5,6,7,8 
Writing 1,2 
Numeracy 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 





Title: Essential School Language 

Author: Monica Kindig, Renata Laurent 

Description: 

This project was designed to help ESL parents learn vocabulary and 
language skills, and to practice oral communication. The materials give 
parents the chance to become more involved in their children’s school by 
giving them the confidence they need to communicate effectively. Although 
this resource was designed for parents learning to speak English, it could 
benefit ABE parents as well. 

The guide is organized into 1 5 topics obtained from interviews with parents 
and teachers. It discusses correspondence from school and tips for parents 
from other parents. Situational dialogues help parents become more 
confident; these dialogues are also recorded on an audiocassette. Short 
lessons on school-related information also help parents understand the school 
system. 

Copyright: 1995 



1 

basic 

ESL 




guide 



SLRC 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



Mid-State Literacy Council 

204 Calder Way 

State College, PA 16801 

814-238-1809 



Website/email: 



Applicable Competencies: 
Basic: 



Reading 1,4,5,6,7,8 
Listening 1,2,3 
Writing 3,4 
Speaking 1, 2,3,4 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 
Extended Literacy 2,3,4 



Wm. IQ MKRT ( 



I. y ^ dMgiht flftMu ar ac»»l 

t. ttntMt will ha lilt ta ramalia Md aaa W mt uaqhilafy wQ i tM 
tdtaitlc ai9tw*tan raUtiai to achoal ta ptr^ timaa«ora. 



t. auaartr tta< 

yt mat joa 







■ If ■■lap f 



I. tatt'a ■attar ^ti tia 
t. ^Mla mu tti 



ta fi 00 tha ftaM trip, 
aitai ftaaaa itA. 

«a aatt. 



4. Iti acloBea ctaaa mil 

I. tta aetool taaks 

4. tou mui rtii thraa ri 

J. Ttara mm% ttraa a^l 



all tha chtt*ao. 
rav«a fcr tha fall i 

thta irtatar taeaaao of t 



o 

ERIC 



Title: 



Author: 



Description: 



Family Connections 1&2 
Appalachia Educational Laboratory 



Family Connections consists of two volumes. Family Connections 1 is for 
families with preschool children. Family Connections 2 provides information 
for families with children in kindergarten and early elementary grades. A 
Spanish version of the guides is also available. This could be a very valuable 
resource for families and the practitioners who work with them. 

Each issue of Family Connections includes information for parents, activities, 
and a read-aloud section. The activities included could be used in the 
classroom or in the home. Most of the activities require simple resources 
which could be found in most homes. The activities reinforce children's 
learning by using things that are familiar to teach new concepts. A teacher’s 
handbook provides an overview of the parents’ guides and ideas for using 
them effectively. 

Copyright: 1992-1996 



Publisher: Appalachia Educational 

Laboratory, Inc. 

Address: PO Box 1348 

Charleston, WV 25325-1348 

Telephone: 800-624-9120 

Fax: 304-347-0487 

Website/email: 

http://www.ael .org 
aelinfo@ael.org 

Applicable Competencies: 

Basic: 

Reading 1,4,5,6,7,8 
Listening 1,2,3 
Speaking 1,2,3 ,4 



1 

basic 

ESL 




text 




guide 
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SCAN 

NOT 

AVAILABLE 
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Title: Remembering 

Author: Lutheran Settlement House Women’s Program 

Description: 

This book offers sensitive and personal accounts of oral histories. The book 
contains Peimsylvania adult student’s stories in a published form that should 
make a positive impact on students. It would be a meaningful addition to the 
classroom, providing supplemental materials for use with tutors and 
students. 



The book offers exercises for reading comprehension and basic literacy 
activities. The exercises for reading comprehension are imderstandable and 
well designed. These materials would be good for use with basic literacy 
learners and could possibly be used with ESL students as well. 



Copyright: 1988 



Publisher: New Readers Press 

Address: PO Box 888 

Syracuse, NY 13210 

Telephone: 800-448-8878 

Fax: 315-422-5561 

Website/email: 

www.laubach.org/NRP/indexNRP.htm 
ewackerow@laubach.org 



Applicable Competencies 
Basic: 

Reading 1,3,4,6,7,8 
Writing 1,2,3 ,4 



basic 



ESL 




workbook 




SLRC 




Cutting Along 

Sharon SwMnay 

When 1 went to >choo(. 

I got along better with black people 
than I did with the white people. 

I Ukcd to go to ibeir houtes and eat and all. 

1 grew up in Philly 
at Howard and Huntingdon. 

Wbeo 1 went to achool. 

1 used to have lots of fights. 

The colored girls lived down the street from me. 
around the corner. 

so we would juaM go to school Uigether. 

1 was raised to go out and play. 

I wasn't inM tn stay away frnm colored people. 
You would just go out and play, 
so you’d play with them. 

I used to ha^ fights with ail the white people 
becaus e they wanted me to play only with them 
and I'd play with anybody. 

Tbey juat didn^ want me to be friends 
with the other girls too. 

Then the colored girls svould come 
and stick up for roe. 



New Readers Press, 

US Publication division of Laobach Literacy 
Used by permission 
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Title: Family Math 

Author: Jean Kerr Stenmank, Virginia Thompson, Ruth Cossey 

Description: 

This is a fun resource for family literacy programs. The book is well 
organized and includes many graphics. Parents can share these math 
activities with their school-aged children. 

The book includes hands-on and practical projects and games to improve the 
skills of both parents and children. Skills include developing an 
understanding of number order and computation, problem solving techniques, 
measurement, and informal geometry probability and statistics. The text 
includes an introduction and an overview. There are references, lists of the 
math skills covered in grades K-8, planning sheets and lesson plan templates. 



Copyright: 1986 



Publisher: Lawrence Hall of Science 

Address: EQUALS 

University of California 
Berkeley, CA 94720 

Telephone: 510-642-1910 

Fax: 510-643-5757 

Website/email: 

Applicable Competencies: 
Intermediate: 

Reading 3,4,5 
Listening 2 
Speaking 2,3 
Numeracy 1,2,3,4,5,6 



basic 




text 



Paying the Price 












Oaw 







HOW MANY WBUr*? 




3 ^ 

















Used with permission 
Regents of the University of California 
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Title: Rosalie ’s Neighborhood 

Author: Priscilla Carman, Barbara Van Horn, Margaret Grumm 

)escription: 

Rosalie ’s Neighborhood is a set of three basic readers and a teacher’ s guide 
written for the caregivers of young children. The stories are written with 
simple vocabulary and provide important information about preventive health, 
emergency dental care, and conununication skills. This series would be of 
particular value in family literacy programs. It is appropriate for ESL adults 
as well as ABE students. 

The teacher’s guide provides many opportunities for students to discuss the 
issues in each book. It contains ideas for lessons which include filling out a 
health/immunization card for children and keeping health records. The 
inclusion of a glossary for medical terms and references to websites that 
discuss health issues add to the informational resomces. 



Copyright: 1998 



Publisher: National Institute for Literacy 

Address: 800 Connecticut Ave, NW 

Suite 200 

Washington, DC 20006-2712 

Telephone: 800-228-8813 

Fax: 



Website/email: 



http://www.nifl.gov 



Applicable Competencies: 

Basic: 

Reading 1,3,4,5,6,7,8 
Writing 1, 2,3,4 
Speaking 1 ,2,3 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 
Extended Literacy 1,2,3 ,4 



basic 




text 




guide 



SLRC 
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Title: 

Author: 

Description: 



Getting Healthy and Staying Healthy 
Gloria Levine 



This workbook is part of the Skills for Success Series and would work well in 
life skills classes. Family literacy programs and community programs for 
substance abuse education also could use parts of this text. The activities 
could be used with individuals or a class. 

The activities in the workbook are organized, and the main ideas are clearly 
identified. Information is bulleted to provide easy reference to the main 
ideas in each chapter. A teacher’s guide, which includes teaching 
suggestions, background information, and reproducible pages, is available. 



Copyright: 1994 



Publisher: Globe/Fearon 

Address: 4350 Equity Dr 

PO Box 2649 

Columbus, OH 43216-2649 

Telephone: 800-848-9500 

Fax: 614-771-7361 

Website/email: 

http://www.globefearon.com 
info@globefearon.com 

Applicable Competencies: 

Basic: 

Reading 5,6,7 
Listening 3 
Speaking 3 
Numeracy 3 
Higher Order Skills 1 ,2 
Extended Literacy 1 



basic 



intennediatc 




workbook 




guide 



Scan 

Not 

Available 
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Title: 



Author: 



Description: 

This guide is part of the Health Education & Adult Literacy (HEAL) resource kit 
which contains materials and resources about breast and cervical cancer. It is 
highly recommended by the reviewers for both students and teachers. 

The workbook designed for ABE/GED readers follows the best principles of 
adult education and reading instruction. The theme of causality between breast 
cancer, various risk factors, and the environment is carried by “Angela’s Story,” 
which unfolds throughout the book. Linked to the story are vocabulary and 
reading exercises, GED practice, teacher-led discussions, review materials, and 
activities for adult learners to carry out in the classroom and community. 

Teacher information includes an introduction and overview as well as well- 
documented references, resources, and contact groups for more information. 



Copyright: 1997 



Breast Cancer and the Environment: A Curriculum Guide 



Michele Sedor, Martha Merson 



intennediate 



★ 



high 




workbook 




guide 




SLRC 



Publisher: World Education 

Address: 44 Farnsworth Street 

Boston, MA 02210-1211 

Telephone: 617-482-9485 

Fax: 617-482-0617 

Website/email: 



Applicable Competencies: 
Intennediate: 

Reading 1,2,4,5,7,8 
Listening 1,2 
Speaking 2 
Extended Literacy 1,4 
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Title: Making Decisions: Managing Your Money 

Author: Theresa Flynn-Nason 

Description: 



This workbook is part of a series on decision making. The other two books 
are: Making Decisions Family and Community Life and Making Decisions 
Success on the Job. This series would be a useful addition for people 
moving into the workforce. 



The workbook contains well-organized and clearly presented information on 
personal money management. Each chapter includes group and individual 
activities. Topics include understanding your paycheck, personal budgeting, 
making purchases, and dealing with banks. The teacher’s guide was not 
reviewed but is available. 



Copyright: 1 996 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



Cambridge 
4350 Equity Drive 
PO Box 2649 
Columbus, OH 43216 

800-238-5833 

614-771-7361 



Website/email: 

http://www.globefearon.com 

info@globefearon.com 

Applicable Competencies: 

Intermediate: 

Numeracy 1-6 



interaiediate 



★ 



high 




workbook 




guide 



Scan 

Not 

Available 
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Title: 



Author: Alan Friedenberg 

)escription: 

This series of three workbooks is an excellent resource for linking 
academic skills with real life situations. Although they may be a little 
advanced for self-directed or independent use, they are certainly useful 
in a classroom or with a tutor. 

The workbooks contain a variety of real life math skills for practice. 
Some of the skills involve determining the best buy at the supermarket 
and keeping your checkbook balanced. The guides for this series 
provide the teacher with an overview of the student text, some 
reproducible pages, and teaching procedures for each of the activities. 



Copyright: 1995 



Making Wise Buys; The Check is in the Mail; 
A Share of the Market 



intennediate 




workbook 




guide 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



Curriculum Associates 
PO Box 2001 
North Billerica, MA 
01862-0901 

800-225-0248 

800-366-1158 



Website/email: 

http://www.curriculumassociates.com 
cainfo@curriculumassociates.com 

Applicable Competencies: 

Intermediate: 

Reading 2,3,4,7 
Numeracy 1,2,3,4,5,6 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 
Extended Literacy 1,3,4 
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copyright 1995, Curricnlam Associates, Inc. 
Reprinted/Adapted by permission 



28 



ERIC 



33 



er|c 



Title: 

Author: 

Description: 



Parenting Skills Through Children ’s Literature 
Judith Aaronson 



This guide is a blueprint for facilitating a course on parenting skills with 
children’s literature as the base. This project was designed to appeal to young 
parents, however, it could be adapted for other groups. 

The aim of the course is to teach parenting skills by opening a dialogue 
among parents and helping to facilitate family literacy development. The 
guide offers 16 lesson plans, each based on a selection of children’s literature 
and a specific child development/parenting issue. Parent information is 
included with each lesson. 



Copyright: 1 994 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



Goodwill Industries of 
Pittsburgh 

2600 East Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 1 5203 

412-481-9005 



Website/email: 



Applicable Competencies: 
Intermediate: 

Reading 1,2,5 ,6,7,8 
Listening 1,2 
Speaking 2,3 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 
Extended Literacy 2,4 



intermediate 




text 




guide 




SLRC 



Scan 

Not 

Available 
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Title: Teach Your Children: Learning Differences 

Author: Allison Fisher, Penny Willard 

)escription: 

This guide is part of a series of workshops focused on helping parents identify 
learning styles, improving communication and advocacy skills, and building 
assertiveness and self-esteem. These workshop materials could greatly benefit 
other literacy/education practitioners. 

The guide contains workshop outlines and the handouts which are used for 
each section. The workshops in each section provide parents with insight into 
the area of learning differences and the activities that might be effective to use 
with their children. 



Co 

pyright: 



1993-94 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



TIU Adult Education and 
Job Training Center 
1 Belle Ave., #58 
Lewistown, PA 17044 

717-248-4942 



Website/email: 



Applicable Competencies: 
Intermediate: 

Reading 3,4,5 
Listening 1,2 
Speaking 1,2 
Higher Order Skills 1 ,2 
Extended Literacy 1,3,4 



intermediate 




text 




guide 




SLRC 



SCAN 

NOT 

AVAILABLE 
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Title: Basic Life Skills At Work: The Factory Mystery 

Author: Micro-Intel 

Description: 

Basic Life Skills at Work is an interesting and motivational program for 
building skills in a work context. The program is divided into two parts: 

The Factory Mystery Game and Learning Modules. The Factory Mystery 
Game provides adult learners with the context for problem-solving activities 
to solve the mystei>'. 

The nine modules give learners practice with punctuation, alphabetical 
order, homonyms, sentences construction, arithmetic calculations, and 
reading efficiently. Positive reinforcement is provided, and learners can 
print their scores. The game format is a clever approach to encouraging 
students to complete basic skills activities. The teacher’s guide provides an 
overview of the program and the classroom management tools available. 



Copyright: 1997 



Publisher: Micro-Intel 

Address: 1200 Papineau Ave. 




Montreal(Quebec) 

H2K4R5 

Canada 




Telephone: 800-530-8789 

Fax: 514-528-1770 


Scan 


Website/email: 


Not 


http://wvm.micro-intel.com 


Applicable Competencies: 
Intermediate: 


Available 


Reading 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
Listening 1,2, 
Numeracy 1,2,3,4,6 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 







36 



Title: Dilemmas in the Workplace 

Author: Johanna P. Pomeroy 

Description: 

This computer program is designed to help adults learn to deal with 
problems that occur at work. The format uses scenarios or stories to provide 
context for the selected problems. A short computer video clip and relevant 
sound tell each story. After each story, students answer questions to 
determine what will happen next. The program gives students the option to 
go back to the story to look for answers. The guide contains worksheets 
dealing with synonyms, analogies, and parts of speech. 



Copyright: 1997 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Educational Activities 
1937 Grand Ave, 
Baldwin, NY 11510 



Telephone: 800-645-3739 

Fax: 516-623-9282 

Website/email: 

http://www.edact.com 
leam@edact.com 

Applicable Competencies: 
Intermediate: 

Reading 1,2,5,7,8 
Listening 1,2 
Higher Order Skills 1 ,2 



intcnnediate 




workbook 




guide 
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Title: 



Author: Northern Virginia Community College 

: )escription: 

These workbooks are a fine resource for building career skills for any adult. 
They are organized, sensible and up-to-date. 

Although they are written at an advanced level, their format would work well 
in a career workshop. A wide variety of topics are included, such as where 
and how to search for a job and understanding oneself No specific 
instructions are included for teachers. 



Making Good Career & Life Decisions/ 
Effective Strategies for Career Success 



Copyright: 1997 



Publisher: 

Address: 



nsT 

720 N. Park Ave 
Indianapolis, IN 
46202 



Telephone: 317-264-3720 

Fax: 317-264-3709 



Website/email: 



http ://www.j ist.eom/j ist 
JISTWorks@aol.com 



Applicable Competencies: 
Advanced: 



Reading 1,2 ,3 ,4,5 ,7 
Writing 1,2,3 
Speaking 1,2 
Numeracy 3,4,5 
Extended Literacy 1, 2,3,4 



advanced 




workbook 



Scan 

Not 

Available 
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Title: Math in the Workplace 

Author: Lynn Geoffrey 

)escription: 

Math in the Workplace is a series of computer programs, each providing 
instruction on specific topics. Measuring in Traditional and Metric Units was 
reviewed. This program is excellent for independent learners or students 
requiring repetition or reinforcement. 

The program covers various strands useful in a workplace program but 
interesting to adult learners in other areas as well. The tutorial moves slowly 
and provides reinforcement for each of the concepts. Reinforcement when 
errors occur is immediate and carefully spelled out. This program is easily 
installed, and the teacher software is straightforward and includes an overview 
of the program, answer keys, and handouts. 



Copyright: 1997-98 



advanced 







CAI 




guide 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



Educational Activities Inc. 
PO Box 392 
Freeport, NY 11520 

800-645-3739 

516-623-9282 



Website/email: 

http:www.edact.com 
leam@edact.com 

Applicable Competencies: 
Advanced: 

Numeracy 1,2,3,4,5,6 
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Title: 

Host: 

URL: 



Other Content Areas: 

Personal 



Settings: 



New Careers On Line 

Government of Saskatchewan and Crown Corporation 
http://www.sncc.sk.ca/ 



Student with tutor 



Description: 



This site illustrates the power of the Internet as a resource for advanced adult and 
workforce students. The piuposes, goals, sponsors, and learner objectives are 
clearly stated. The graphics compliment the written materials and ease the 
, transition from link to link. The content is clear and comprehensive with links to 
such sites as The Occupational Handbook and to self-testing materials. These 
require close monitoring by the teacher to make them most effective. Teacher 
support is provided through reference materials for an experienced career 
counselor or workforce teacher, but no specific directions are given for the novice. 
Learners and tutors/teachers or counselors should use the materials cooperatively, 
but no guidance is given for how to accomplish this. 

With guidance from an experienced adult educator, this site not only achieves its 
purpose, it provides instant access to resources that would be expensive and 
cumbersome to store. 



advanced 




Internet site 




guide 
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Title: 



Author: 



)escription: 



Read to Work: Service & Retail 



Linda Stem 



This text is part of a series based on competencies found in SCANS, TABE, 
and CASAS. The activities combine skill building with job-related content. 
Students can learn about different jobs, and skills needed for those jobs, as 
they build basic skills. 

The text is focused on reading comprehension, including practice exercises 
on distinguishing fact from opinion, following directions, drawing 
conclusions, comparing and contrasting, and finding the main idea. The text 
is engaging and includes a glossary and list of resomces. The teacher’s guide 
includes blackline masters, teaching suggestions, and ESL/LEP activities. 



Copyright: 1 997 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



Cambridge 
4350 Equity Drive 
PO Box 2649 
Columbus, OH 43216 

800-238-5833 

614-771-7361 



Website/email: 



http://www.globefearon.com 

info@globefearon.com 



Applicable Competencies: 
Advanced: 



Reading 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 
Listening 1,2 
Writing 1,2,3 
Speaking 1,2 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 
Extended Literacy 1, 2,3,4 



Scan 

Not 

Available 



advanced 



★ 



high 




workbook 




guide 



36 



41 



er|c 



Title: 



Author: 



Description: 



Teamwork in the Classroom: A Student 
Guide to Collaborative Learning 

Donna Foster and Curtis Miles 



This text facilitates teaching adults about working in teams. The design of 
this text lends itself best to a workshop format specifically for helping learners 
participate more effectively in a group situation. 

The text is written at an advanced level; however, it is well laid out and simple 
to imderstand. No specific instructions are included for the teacher; however, 
the format is sequential and objectives are clear. 



Copyright: 1 995 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



H & H Publishing Co. 
1231 KappDr. 
Clearwater, FL 34625 

813-442-7760 

813-442-2195 



Website/email: 

Applicable Competencies: 
Advanced: 



Reading 4 
Listening 1,2 
Speaking 1,2 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 
Extended Literacy 2,3,4 



advanced 




workbook 




c»)‘ 
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Title: 



Author: 



Description: 



Thinking Tools: Academic, Personal, and 
Career Applications 

Curtis Miles and Jane Rauton 



The intent of this book is to build thinking processes, making readers more 
aware of and in control of their thinking. The exercises can be completed 
individually, in teams, and in groups. The text is written very clearly and 



contains well-developed explanations. Although written at a high level, this 
text and individual activities could be very useful in the appropriate context. 
The preface provides an overview of the content. No specific teacher’s 
materials were available. 



Copyright: 1990 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



H & H Publishing Co. 
1231 KappDr. 
Clearwater, FL 34625 

813-442-7760 

813-442-2195 



Website/email: 

Applicable Competencies: 
Advanced: 



Reading 1,4,5, 6,7 
Listening 2 
Speaking 1,2 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 
Extended Literacy 1,4 



advanced 




workbook 



ChoptorThrea 

ExerdwM 

One Day In The 
life Of Jim Sweat 
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Title: Workplace Basics: Teaching the ABC’s of the Career 

World Using Math, Social Studies and Language Arts 


3 


Author: Kevin G. Kuckkan 




advanced 


Description: 




★ 


This workbook is geared toward teaching career education in an interesting, 
realistic, and integrated format. It could be used with a class or an individual, 
or used to supplement already existing curricula. 


high 


This text contains a series of activities, a vocabulary list with defmitions of 
concepts, and a list of relevant websites. The introduction gives teachers an 
overview of the workbook and an answer key is included the back of the 
workbook. Mr. Kuckkan has also published a similar text called Career 
Basics: An Integrated Approach to Career Exploration and Workplace Skill 
Development. 


workbook 


Copyright: 1996 






Publisher: Creative Educational 

Publishing 

Address: PO Box 268 

Burlington, WI 53105 






Telephone: 800-517-1128 

Fax: 414-767-1034 

Website/email: 

CreatEdPub@aol .com 


Scan 

Not 




Applicable Competencies: 
Advanced: 

Reading 1,2,3 ,4,5,7 
Writing 1 ,2,3 
Speaking 1,2 


Available 





o 
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Title: You Be The Reporter 

Author: George Ridgeway 

Description: 



This program would work well in a classroom using computer assisted 
instruction. It may be used with individual students or as a self-directed 
program with assistance rendered as needed 

The interesting and stimulating activities in this software would enhance 
advanced students’ writing skills. The program develops students’ ability to 
organize facts, write direct sentences, well-organized paragraphs, and news 
articles. It also contains a bookmark feature, enabling students to begin where 
they left off. Although, this program may be complex to set up, it is easy to use 
once installed. 



Copyright: 1995 



Publisher: Educational Activities Inc. 

Address: PO Box 392 

Freeport, NY 11520 

Telephone: 800-645-3739 

Fax: 800-366-1158 

Website/email: 

http:www.edact.com 
leam@edact.com 

Applicable Competencies: 

Advanced: 

Writing 1-4 

Higher Order Skills 1,2 

Extended Literacy 1, 2,3,4 



advanced 




CAl 




guide 
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Title: 

Author: 

description: 



A Day in the Life... 

Institute for the Study of Adult Literacy 
The Pennsylvania State University 



A multimedia format enhances this workforce assessment and instructional 
program. It provides entry-level information for five basic job domains: food, 
health, maintenance, retail, and clerical. The program, using interactive scenarios 
to teach reading, math, and problem-solving, should be motivational and 
effective with students. 

While students control their exploration of the program, teachers are provided a 
detailed reporting system that can be accessed to fme-tune instruction and 
determine student level. This program would work well with a wide variety of 
learners. Teachers materials are available with the software; however, no further 
information was available. 



Copyright: 1995 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 



Fax: 



Curriculum Associates 
P.O. Box 2001 
North Billerica, MA 
01862-0901 

800-225-0248 



800-366-1158 
Website/email: 

www.curriculumassociates.com 
cainfo@ciuriculumassociates.com 

Applicable Competencies: 

All Levels: 

Reading 1-8 
Numeracy 1-6 



all levels 




high 




CAI 




guide 
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TotfayisSaturday 
Fefanmy^ 1996. You just 
washed the lobby floor. . 
When should ym wadi it 



1. febniaiy 1^1998 

2. flebniaty8,1999 

3. Matth 1(11998 




ConecL Ihe lobby floorsarewashedwed^. 
One week iroffl ISefatuaiyfl, 1998hFebmaiy 1^1996, 




CI995, 

Curricutum Associates, Inc. 
Reprinted/Adapted by permission 
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Title: 

Author: 

description: 



Language Tune-Up Kit 
Glencoe/McGraw-Hill 



The Language Tune-Up Kit is a very basic program which helps adults build 
sight word vocabulary and skills in reading sentences and short 
paragraphs. Although the activities in the program could prove helpful for 
some students, the repetition may bore others. 

This program uses phonics skills and works on begiiming, middle, and 
ending sounds. The software contains five sections with 87 lessons. Some 
activities require a microphone to be most effective. The program gives the 
learner reinforcement, hints, and visual clues. Records can be kept for each 
student and reports can be printed. Teacher’s materials are available but 
were not reviewed. 

Copyright: 1996 



Publisher: Micro-Intel 

Address: 1200 Papineau Ave. 

Montreal(Quebec) 

H2K4R5 
Canada 

Telephone: 800-530-8789 

Fax: 514-528-1770 

Website/email: 

http://www.micro-intel.com 

Applicable Competencies: 

Intermediate: 

Reading 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 
Listening 1 ,2, 

Numeracy 1,2,3 ,4,6 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 



basic 




guide 



Scan 

Not 

Available 
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Title: Larrabee ’s Bridge to Adult Literacy 



1 



Author: Mindplay 



basic 



Description: 




CAl 



This computer program is a comprehensive review of phonics skills which 
adult learners can use on their own or in a lab. This software seems most 
appropriate for adult learners under the age of 25. 

While the program is graphic, interactive, and provides the learner with 
plenty of practice, the graphics may be viewed by some adult learners as 
inane. There are 47 lessons each divided into six activities. The activities 
include an introduction, word building, listen and ftnd, reading, writing, and 
spelling. The Quick Start option gives teachers and students an overview of 
program use. 

Copyright: 1997 



Publisher: Mindplay 

Address: 160 W. Ft. Lowell 



Tucson, AZ 85705 



Telephone: 800-221-7911 

Fax: 520-888-7904 



Website/email: 



Applicable Competencies: 
Basic: 



http://www.mindplay.com 

mindplay@rtd.com 



Scan 

Not 

Available 



Reading 1,3 ,4,5 



Title: 



Author: 



Description: 



New Writers ’ Voices Series 



Sarah Kirshner 



Two selections from the series were reviewed: Changes and Never Say 
Good-bye. Adult learners will be able to relate to these wonderful books. 
The text is a collection of WTitmgs by adult new writers. These books would 
work well in a group setting where they could be discussed and read for 
pleasure. 



The selections are interesting, engaging, well-packaged, and inspiring, 
discussion questions or guidance for teachers is provided. 



Copyright: 1993 



No 



Publisher: 

Address: 



Telephone: 

Fax: 



New Readers Press 
PO Box 888 
Syracuse, NY 13210 

800-448-8878 

315-422-5561 



Website/email: 

www.laubach.org/NRP/indexNRP.htm 

ewackerow@laubach.org 

Applicable Competencies: 

Basic: 

Reading 7 
Speaking 1,2,3, 4 



basic 




text 



My Feelings 



Anonymous, Califamia 



Every time I say Ml change. 

To you it seems 1 lie. 

But honestly, from the heart. 

1 swear I really try. 

I have this fear 
That comes from deep inside 
That rU always be alone 
With no one by my side. 

So Tve gone through Bfe doing things 
To get attention on me. 

1 wish I could be myself 
And finally be set free. 

I have a lot of love inside 
And that's without a doubt. 

I wish that I could open up 
And let those feelings out. 
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itle: 



Author: 



)escription: 

These classic short stories by well-known authors each have a twist to the 
ending. These stories, ranging from the basic level to the upper 
intermediate, are appropriate for improving students’ thinking skills and 
literary understanding 

Exercises following each of the stories are organized using “TWIST” as a 
cue: telling about the story, watching for new vocabulary, identifying story 
elements, selecting words from the story, and thinking about the story. 
Included with each story is a chart for students to track their progress. 
Teacher notes provide answers to all exercises in the series and provide 
teaching strategies. 

Copyright: 1993 



Goodman ’s Five-Star Stories: More Twists 



Burton Goodman 



Publisher: Jamestown/Contemporary 

Address: Two Prudential Plaza 

Suite 1200 

180 North Stetson Ave 
Chicago,IL 60601-6790 

Telephone: 800-621-1918 

Fax: 800-998-3103 

Website/email: 

http://www.jamestownpub1 ishers.com 
ntcpub@tribune.com 

Applicable Competencies: 

Basic: 

Reading 1,4,5,6,7,8 
Writing 3 



basic 



intermediate 




workbook 




guide 
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Title: Communicating with Confidence 

Author: Theresa Flyim-Nason 

Description: 

This workbook is part of a series on self-esteem. Self-esteem is important in 
all areas of life, and effective communication is an intricate part of this. 

The activities are clearly written and well organized. The lessons can be 
adapted to fit with other lessons on positive job interviews, respect, phone 
communication, and communicating with fiiends and family when there is a 
problem. Lessons stress the positive as well as the negative sides of 
communication. Activities provide many opportunities for students to 
practice what they have learned. The teacher’s guide includes reproducible 
pages and suggestions for ESL/LEP activities. 
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Title: Reading in the Content Areas: Literature 

Author: Margaret Duckett 

Description: 

This series includes two books on reading literature; only Level 1 was 
reviewed. It contains a diverse collection of well-known, quality 
literature that can provide a wealth of meaningful reading for adult 



t*oQHorc 



The text includes a variety of genres, including poetry, short stories, 
drama, novels, and non-fiction. Each unit includes an introduction to the 
genre and some guidelines on reading. Each selection starts with a brief 
introduction that asks students to read for a specific purpose. The 
teacher’s guide was not available for the review. 
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Publisher: New Readers Press 

Address: PO Box 888 
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Telephone: 1-800-448-8878 

Fax: 315-422-5561 

Website/email: 

www.laubach.org/NRP/indexNRP.htm 
ewackerow@laubach.org 
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Intermediate: 

Reading 1,2,5,6,7,8 
Writing 1,2,3 
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Title: 

Host: 

URL: 



Literacy Link 

PBS: Public Broadcasting System with KET, NCAL, 
Kentucky Department of Education 

http://www.pbs.org/leam/literacy 



Other Content Areas: 



Settings: 



Family, Workplace, Community/Citizenship 

Student w/ tutor. Cooperative learning. 
Professional development 



Description: 

This site, funded by a grant from the US Department of Education Star Schools 
Program, is creating an integrated instmctional system of video and online computer 
technology to help adult students advance their GED and workplace skills. It includes 
LitHelper; an online assessment tool that will generate an Individual Education Plan 
(lEP) and provide learners with information about appropriate literacy programs and 
resources in their geographic area. Other components offer instruments for ongoing 
assessment of learners’ progress, facilitating periodic revisions of lEPs. PeerLit 
provides links to evaluated websites with information of value to GED students. 
Material is classified according to the 5 GED topic areas. Literacy Link includes 
topics of interest to practitioners and adult learners, ranging from black history and the 
Holocaust to Chicano literature, and fitness and health. Other topics address 
writing r^sum^s and creating a biography. Only quality sites are included, ordered 
from”best” to “good”. The site includes rating criteria for evaluating websites. 
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Title: Smart Solutions Comprehensive Math Review 

Author: Cathy Fillmore Hoyt 

Description: 

This workbook is one in a series of texts written to improve math skills. 
The series is appropriate for use in preparing students for standardized 
tests. 

The workbook contains a pretest and a posttest for assessment of student 
knowledge. The book also contains five units which are well laid-out. The 
explanations in each unit are understandable and well referenced. The 
topics included in this text are whole number review; decimals and money; 
fractions, percents, and ratios; data and measurement; and algebra and 
geometry. Answers to the problems are included in the back of the book. 
The teacher’s guide provides step by step instructions for additional 
activities. The guide was not reviewed. 

Copyright: 1997 



Publisher: New Readers Press 
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Website/email: 
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ewackerow@laubauch.org 

Applicable Competencies: 

Advanced: 

Reading 1 ,2,3 
Numeracy 1,2,3 ,4,5, 6 
Higher Order Skills 1,2 
Extended Literacy 1,4 
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CLASSROOM 



Title: 
: lost: 



Classroom Coimect 



intennediate 



JRL: http://www.classroom.net/Grades/ 



3 



Other Content Areas: 

Personal 

Settings: Professional development 



Description: 

This site offers a foil range of K-12 educational resources, some of which are 
useful to adult learners and practitioners. The link to EdView, sponsored by 
Kelloggs, leads to high school subjects, to reading and writing, and finally to 
ESL, where there are 124 citations/activities for the ESL learner, complete with 
pronunciation for many items. Several of the links required sign-up and a fee in 
order to use the information. The site is difficult for a student to navigate, but a 
teacher with some time and stamina could find a wealth of information here. 
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Title: 



OTAN ONLINE 



3 



Host: 



Outreach and Technical Assistance Network (OTAN), 
California Department of Education 



advanced 



URL: 



http://www.otan.dni.us/ 




Interact sKe 



Other Content Areas: 



Personal 




Settings: 



Student with tutor, Professional development 



guide 



Description: 



OTAN is designed to provide technical assistance, electronic communication, and 
access to information for adult education providers in California. However, it also 
provides public access to Adult Education Regional Centers, a document and 
reference library, course outlines, lesson plans, codes and regulations, and curricula 
resources. Visit its site map first to leam what is reserved for OTAN members and 
what is available to all. 

The teacher’s area offers course outlines, lesson plans, materials lists, classroom 
activities, research and methodology, and information about adult education and 
technology vendors. The lesson plans area is organized according to California 
Department of Education standards. Plans are submitted by teachers, edited by 
OTAN staff, and vaiy in content and usefulness. The materials section lists adult 
education newsletters and periodicals. The educational software section offers 
suggestions for evaluating software as well as TESOL CALL, an annotated list of 
software in use by English for Speakers of Other Languages teachers and marketed 
for English as a Second Language. 

This information summarizes only one section out of nearly 30 areas with information 
for adult educators. This site has received well-deserved praise in adult education 
circles. 
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Title: 


Stu<fy Web 


Host: 


American Computer Resources, Inc. 


URL: 


http://www.studyweb.com/ 



Other Content Areas: 



Settings: 



Family, Workplace, Personal 

Independent; Student w/ tutor; Cooperative learning: 
Professional development 



Description: 

This site has rapidly emerged as one of the Web’s most bookmarked educational 
research sites. The information is sorted according to the appropriate grade level 
which makes it a valuable tool for teachers looking for lesson plan and curriculum 
ideas; The variety of subjects and categories should allow most users to narrow in on 
a topic for a report, find background material for a story, begin research for a 
paper, or just increase their knowledge of a particular subject. The information for 
each topic also notes the presence of downloadable or printable images for use as 
visual aids. 

The “Teachers at Work” site features over 1600 educational sites that have been 
reviewed and rated. They are classified by subject matter from arts to social studies, 
with separate listings for technology education and education resources. Under 
Curriculum Resources, you will find links to art, earth studies, geography, math, 
reading and literature, science, and social studies. 
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